
	

	

Cultural Slovenia in 2019 
 
Slovenia will celebrate its rich cultural heritage in 2019, from its 
imposing hilltop castles and UNESCO World Heritage Sites to its acres of 
protected ancient forests. With a calendar rich in cultural events and a 
landscape known for being one of Europe’s most diverse, here’s how to 
enjoy a cultural holiday in Slovenia in the year ahead. 
 
Ljubljana - a cultural capital, full of hidden gems 
A world leader in sustainability, Ljubljana is well known for the iconic architecture 
of Jože Plečnik, as well as offering a colorful mix of art and culture. The EU Green 
Capital 2016’s myriad of museums and galleries include the National Museum of 
Slovenia, the Museum of Modern Art and the National Gallery of 
Slovenia. Perched on top of the city is the 900-year-old Ljubljana Castle 
reachable via a short funicular trip and well worth the panoramic views. 
 
Get a taste for Maribor’s wine traditions 
Historic Maribor is Slovenia’s second largest city and former European Capital of 
Culture. Located in one of the country’s best wine growing regions, it is also 
home to the world’s oldest grapevine. The vine still produces red Žametovka 
grapes and marks the centre point for November’s St Martin’s Day. 
 
A country of great musical importance 
A flute made of cave bear bone, thought to be the world’s first musical 
instrument, is housed at the National Museum of Slovenia. The instrument was 
discovered in the Divje Babe Cave and is thought to be 60,000 years old. 
Slovenia is also home to one of Europe’s oldest professional 
musical institutions, the Slovenian Philharmonic. 
 
Unearth UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
There are four UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Slovenia. The Škocjan Cave 
system is home to one of the world's largest known underground river canyons, 
while the pile dwellings in Ig, located in Central Slovenia, offer a wonderful 
insight into prehistoric Europe. Also included are the protected mercury mines of 
Idrija and the primeval beech forest reserves in Krokar and Snežnik. 
 
A calendar of cultural events 
Chase away the winter at the annual Kurentovanje celebration in Ptuj, Slovenia’s 
oldest city, or sample Slovenian wine during the Old Vine Festival. In ‘This Merry 
Day of Culture’ in December, museums, galleries, theatres and libraries 
throughout the country open their doors for free to celebrate the birth of 
Slovenian poet France Prešeren. 
 
Explore Slovenia’s ancient castles 
Slovenia’s castles await their discovery in cave entrances and in quiet corners. 
Many are being reinvented and have begun hosting exhibitions and concerts, 
weddings and accommodation, as well as some of the country’s finest culinary 
experiences. 
 
Enjoy traditional food and drink  
Slovenia is a melting pot of culinary inspiration from neighboring Austria, Italy 
and Hungary. From the simple Žlikrofi and Gibanica cake to leading fine dining 
restaurants like Ana Ros’ Hiša Franko, Slovenia’s foodie scene has been named 
European Region of Gastronomy 2021 by the International Institute of 
Gastronomy, Culture, Arts and Tourism.  
 
 



	

	

The country behind sustainable api-tourism  
Beekeeping is one of Slovenia’s oldest traditions and today the country is home to 
over 10,000 beekeepers, 12,500 apiaries and nearly 170,000 hive colonies. 
Slovenia’s api-tourism is focused on a sustainable approach to tourism, whether 
that’s visiting Radovljica’s Museum of Apiculture, enjoying an apitherapy tour or 
wandering through their habitat during the Bohinj Wild Flower Festival.  
 
Home to Europe’s oldest stud farm 
Slovenia’s Karst region is proud to house Europe’s oldest stud farm, where the 
elegant Lipizzaner horses have been bred in Lipica for over 400 years. Visitors 
can visit the Lipizzaner horse and carriage museum, explore the Karst Region via 
carriage, or simply marvel at the Lipizzaners as they train. 
 
Cultural wellness on the coast  
Discover Piran’s ancient salt pans, where the world-class fleur de sel (flower of 
salt) is produced. Slovenia’s jewel of the Mediterranean, Piran, is home to 
charming Slovenian architecture and rich cultural history. The ‘picture perfect’ 
town not only features a harbor lined with fishermen, its Old Town is considered 
one of the Adriatic’s best-preserved historical towns. 
 
The castle on the island: Cultural Bled  
The majestic castle and emerald green lake of Bled are two of Slovenia’s most 
popular attractions. Medieval Bled Castle towers 130 metres above the lake and 
is thought to be one of Slovenia’s oldest. Come for the views but stay for the 
galleries, the Church of St Martin and the iconic 'Church of the Island', which was 
once visited by the ancient Slavic goddess Živa. 
 
Media enquiries and information:  
AM+A Marketing and Media Relations will be managing a range of media group 
and individual trips in 2019, with special support for freelancers, bloggers and 
vloggers.  
 
To register your interest in a trip please email AM+A with the subject line 
‘WTM Press Trip Opportunity’ - slovenia@alexandramarr.com 
 
Tourism contact: Mladen Ljubisic, Head of Slovenian Tourist Board for UK & 
Ireland. P: +44 20 7227 97 13 | E: mladen.ljubisic@slovenia.info 
Slovenia UK PR Contact: slovenia@alexandramarr.com 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
Slovenian Tourist Board 
Dimičeva 13, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Phone no: 00386 (0)1 5898 550 | fax: 00386 (0)1 
5898 560 
Maša Puklavec, Global Public Relations 
press@slovenia.info | www.slovenia.info/press  

 
Website:  www.slovenia.info  
Facebook:   feelslovenia  
Twitter:   @sloveniainfo  
Instagram:  @feelslovenia  
Hashtag:                 #ifeelsLOVEnia  
 


