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Sunshine is with you at every step when you visit Koper. This symbol 
celebrated by ancient cultures greets you right at the city gates, inviting 
you to the streets and squares that reflect the culture of the Republic of 
Venice. The 2017 European Destination of Excellence is a city of tourism 
that is committed to cultural and environmental sustainability. The city, 
which is inextricably tied to the sea and Istria, the lush peninsula of the 
Slovenian Adriatic coast, is also one of Slovenia’s green destinations – 
Slovenia Green. 

tic@koper.si
www.koper.si 

Discovering the Koper of the 
serenissima
In a place where in the Bronze Age there was an inhabited rocky island 
surrounded by the sea, there is now a city of historical treasures from 
various periods. The medieval core of the city is stamped in particular with 
features from the Serenissima period, the 500-year rule of the Venetian 
Republic. The outstanding Praetorian Palace, the Loggia, the church tower, 
and the cathedral with the altar piece by Vittore Carpaccio draw visitors 
to the central square surrounded by streets lined with Venetian-style 
houses. These include the Carpaccio House, with its special collection of 
objects showing Koper's cultural heritage and Koper regional museum.

While the term Serenissima refers to the period of the Venetian Republic, 
today the word also evokes the greater connection with oneself and with 
nature, which you can build by rambling through Koper’s surrounding 
hills. The Mediterranean environment and climate, the special features of 
the Karst ridge, settlements with Istrian houses and wells, and the unique 
Istrian culture are good reasons in any season to visit locations such as 
Krkavče with its mysterious stone, Benko house on Črni Kal, Socerb with its 
climbing walls right in the cliffs of the Karst ridge, and especially Hrastovlje 
in particular, with its Church of the Holy Trinity housing a unique fresco of 
the Danse Macabre. In addition to guided tours, trips, and thematic trails, 
Koper and Istria offer outstanding year-round opportunities for sports in 
a natural environment.

KOPER



Taste the 
sun 
You can really get to know 
the cultural heritage and 
sunshine of Koper by 
tasting it. This area, with 
world-famous producers 
of olive oil and wine, will 
spoil food-lovers with both 
Mediterranean and au-
thentic Istrian cuisine. You 
can find local specialities 
everywhere – in restau-
rants and tourism farms, 
in cellars and traditional 
osmica feasts. Istrian cui-
sine wins people over with 
its natural ingredients.

Koper’s cultural heartbeat 
A string of cultural, sports and especially culinary events are presented 
throughout the year in Koper. The Istrian version of the Carnival, with 
Shrovetide processions, partying and dances, drives away the winter. 
In summer, many visitors love to return to Koper to enjoy the famous 
»Yellow Night«. The city of a hundred suns hosts a rich variety of events 
and, due to its unique festive spirit making December in Koper magical, 
also offers an excellent venue choice for the New Year's Eve festivities. 
Local providers of typical Istrian products and delicacies pamper visitors 
all year round but in particular on the occasion of the September Sweet 
Istria event and the October Days of Agriculture of Slovenian Istria. Events 
such as Koper in Your Hand in May, the Refosco Festival in Marezige, 
Scent of Istria in Krkavče in September and St Martin's Feast Koper in 
November also enthral visitors with their exquisite food, wines, and local 
customs and manners.

KRAS
The Karst area ranks among important cultural landscapes in Europe. 
The remains of prehistoric forts, stone architectural heritage, a well-de-
veloped stone-cutting trade, and fine art give Karst a unique character. 

www.visitkras.info

RADOVLJICA
Radovljica is considered to have one of the most beautiful old city cen-
tres in Slovenia, with the Museum of Apiculture placing it at the fore-
front of the Slovenian apiculture .

www.radolca.si   

Runners-up of  European Destinations of Excellence selection 2017:
PTUJ
Nowadays, Ptuj is more than just a town with rich and diverse history 
– it is a vibrant European cultural centre, a town of festivals, an ex-
traordinary carnival tradition, and intangible cultural heritage. www.
ptuj.info 
 
SLOVENSKE KONJICE
A charming medieval town with thousand year-old square architec-
ture and fewer than six thousand inhabitants lies between the sunny 
golden, wine-growing hills of Škalce and Konjiška Gora. 

tic.konjice.si  
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